
 ART & CULTURE  

Maupin/Bingham Tour 

Aug 28-Sept 14, 2024 

 
 

 

Your Journey Includes: 

Roundtrip Economy Airfare from Washington Dulles • 

 Superior First Class Hotels • Deluxe Motorcoaches 

Buffet Breakfast Daily • Dinners as Outlined • Guided Sightseeing 

ITALY 

Price TBA 
 



AUG 28 

Wed 

Your tour begins as you depart Washington Dulles International Airport on your flight to Pisa. 

AUG 29 

Thurs 

You will arrive in Pisa where you will be met by our representative and transfer to your hotel.  Dinner 

with group or on your own at a nearby hotel. 

  

AUG 30 

Fri 

After a relaxing morning, you will  visit Pisa’s Field of Miracles (the set of monumental buildings 

within the city walls:  the Leaning Tower, the Cathedral and Baptistry) UNESCO Site.  There are also 

two wonderful museums in the center of town:  Sinopias and the Cathedral Museum which you 

can visit either on your own or as a group. Dinner with group at nearby restaurant. 

AUG 31 

Sat 

Staff from our “home away from home” for the next week, The Watermill at Posara, will pick us up 

and transport us to Posara where we will have a light lunch upon arrival.  In the afternoon, time to 

settle in, explore The Watermill and associated gardens and nearby river.  After an early evening 

aperitivi, will travel to the nearby walled Medieval town of Fivizzano and enjoy an introduction to 

Tuscan cuisine. 

SEP 1 

Sun 

After breakfast and a morning church service, there will be opportunities to enjoy painting and 

writing around The Watermill.  Lunch will be provided in The Watermill courtyard dining room.  

Dinner will be served at The Watermill. 

SEP 2 

Mon 

After breakfast, the group will have a Bible study and then travel to Verrucola, visit an impressive 

castle with a village nestling around.  Enjoy walking around the village and a short talk on the 

history of Verrucola.  Enjoy opportunities to paint or write at Verrucola followed by lunch at Il 

Castello restaurant at Verrucola.  Wrap up the afternoon with more painting and writing 

opportunities, returning to The Watermill for an evening Bible study and dinner at The Watermill. 

SEP 3 

Tues 

After breakfast and  Bible study travel to Fivizzano to visit market day in Piazza Medicea and enjoy 

views over the valley and see Posara from Pizza Belvedere.  Enjoy opportunities to paint and write 

in and around Fivizzano.  Late pickup or afternoon stroll back to Posara to join an early evening 

Bible Study and dinner at The Watermill. 

SEP 4 

Wed 

After an early continental breakfast, Watermill staff will transport the group to Aulla station for a 

train to Cinque Terre or Lucca.  Enjoy morning and afternoon sightseeing.  Packed lunch provided 

by The Watermill.  Bible study after return to The Watermill before dinner there.   

SEP 5 

Thurs 

This morning after breakfast and Bible study, you will be transported to 'Il Convento dei Carmine', a 

privately owned monastery.  Picnic lunch provided at the monastery.  Opportunities to enjoy an 

afternoon of painting and writing at the monastery with a late afternoon pickup to return to The 

Watermill, join a Bible Study and dinner at The Watermill.  Join the Bible study before dinner at The 

Watermill. 

SEP 6 

Fri 

Enjoy a morning Bible study, then you will be transported Monte del Bianchi.  You can paint and 

write in the village of Monte del Bianch and around the grounds of the Vecchio Tino restaurant.  

Ancient houses and church, spectacular mountain views, valleys, hilltop villages, and olive groves 

abound.   Return to The Watermill for an evening Bible study followed by dinner at The Watermill. 

ITINERARY  



SEP 7 

Sat 

This morning you will leave The Watermill and take a short ride to one of Tuscany’s most 

charming medieval cities, Lucca.  We’ll visit the Roman amphitheater, walk around the 

medieval walls and visit the Duomo di San Martino.  After lunch in Lucca, our bus will depart 

for Rome, where we check into the hotel and have dinner. 

SEP 8 

Sun 

After breakfast and a church service at the hotel, we will meet our Rome guide for a private 

Vatican tour, beginning with St. Peter's Basilica.  Next the Vatican Museum where we'll visit the 

Raphael and Etruscan rooms as well as the Sistine Chapel.  Next we visit the church, St. Peter 

in Chains where Michaelangelo's "Moses" statue stands.  Lunch at the Vatican followed by an 

underground tour including Peter's Tomb and historic grottos.  The rest of the afternoon is 

free.  Dinner will be at Trastevere where we can enjoy a typical Roman dinner. 

SEP 9 

Mon 

This morning you will begin with a visit to the world-renown Borghese Gallery, one of the most 

famous art galleries in the world, which houses a considerable part of the Borghese collection 

of paintings, sculpture and antiquities. The afternoon includes a tour of the catacombs, burial 

place and meeting place of the early Christians. They were forced to meet in secret, 

underground, to escape persecution during the time before Constantine. You will proceed to 

check in at your hotel and have time to settle in before dinner.  We wrap up the day with an 

evening Roman sunset food tour before returning to the hotel for the evening.  

SEP 10 

Tues 

Today you will visit the ruins of Pompeii, which was destroyed completely by the eruption of 

Mt. Vesuvius in 79 AD. It was covered with hot lava because of its close proximity to the 

volcano and lay undiscovered until the 17th century. Pompeii was a Roman city, which 

existed at the time of Christ.  In the afternoon you will explore the wonders of the Amalfi 

Coast, one of the most scenic drives you can take anywhere in the world. You will stop for a 

scenic photo opportunity and refreshment before continuing to Positano for dinner and 

overnight. 

SEP 11 

Wed 

Take the time to relax, paint, and write in the beautiful village of Positano, one of the most 

famous and iconic villages on the Amalfi Coast, the spectacular strip of coastline with the 

turquoise waters of the Mediterranean Sea on one side and the peaks of the Lattari 

Mountains to the other.  Feel free to paint or write wherever you’d like today.  You will have 

dinner in Positano.  

SEP 12 

Thurs 

Today offers the opportunity to visit Sorrento, a coastal town in southwestern Italy, facing the 

Bay of Naples with views of Naples, Amalfi, Positano, Capri and Ischia.  Spend the day 

painting, writing and meandering in the markets and shops on the island before returning to 

Positano to enjoy your Farewell Dinner on your final evening in this enchanting land. 

SEP 13 

Fri 

After a leisurely morning, you will return to Rome for overnight at an airport hotel. 

SEP 14 

Sat 

You will go to the airport to check in for your early morning return flight to the USA. 

ITINERARY  



Clothing Days are usually warm to hot, but it can rain, sometimes for a day or two at a time.  We recommend a 

lightweight waterproof coat and perhaps an umbrella to protect your work.  Evenings might be a little 

cooler, so warm pullovers or tops are a good idea.  Sensible shoes for walking are recommended. 

Painting/

Writing 

Bring your laptop or journal if you want to write while others paint.  Madelon will be doing this in the 

same ‘plein air’ settings where the painters will go each day.  Or you can stay at The Watermill and 

enjoy its tranquil beauty and quiet.  You choose each day as this is meant to be a restful as well as 

productive time for you — as much as you want.  The following tools are provided for painters: 

• portable chairs 

• drawing boards 

• water bottles 

• white spirit 

• rags 

• easels 

ITINERARY  

 Sid Bingham 

After graduating from Principia College, Sid attended Art Center College of Design in 

Los Angeles where he has now taught over 20 years.  His professional career included 

paintings for corporate offices and restaurants as well as fine art paintings of 

landscapes, figures, etc.  Sid has illustrated and designed for Disney, Universal, Royal 

Caribbean and many other Fortune 500 companies.  He will be our painting instructor 

in watercolor for the trip. 

 

 Madelon Maupin 

Madelon is your trip leader and Bible study facilitator and founder of BibleRoads.  She 

has been helping people delve into the Scriptures for about as long as Sid has been 

painting. She will do everything possible to help you make these two weeks 

educational, creative and a grand adventure! 

You have a choice in travel arrangements: 

1.      Full Tour – includes airfare as well as all land costs outlined in the itinerary.  Madelon and Sid 

will be leaving on the same flight from Washington DC and invite as many as would like to be on 

the same flight.  There is a group discount for airfare when 12 or more are involved.  This also in-

cludes your airport transfer from Pisa to the hotel.  Gomega will arrange your overseas flight (as 

well as the domestic one getting to Washington DC if you like).   Also, you do not have to pay 

for your airfare upfront because Gomega Travel can reserve group seats without paying for 

them until later.  

 2.      Land Tour – means you arrange your own airfare.  When you book it, you must pay for your 

ticket at booking.  You will also be responsible for paying for the transfer to your hotel in Pisa 

(which Gomega Travel can arrange if you choose).    

  



Detach and mail with check 

or REGISTER ONLINE at 

www.gomegatravel.com 

 

DEPOSIT OF $1200 PER PERSON 

REQUIRED TO REGISTER 

payable to Gomega Travel for 

MAUPIN/BINGHAM 

 ITALY TOUR 

 

Mail to: 

Gomega Travel 

2441 High Timbers Drive, Suite 310 

The Woodlands, Texas 77380 

Phone: (281) 363-3659 

Email: bev@gomegatravel.com 

Name (as it appears on passport) 

Nickname for Nametag                                                                                                                 Title (Mr., Mrs., Ms,. Dr,) 

Email Address                                                                                                                         Spouse’s name (if traveling) 

Street Address 

City, State, Zip                                                                                                                             Telephone 

Roommate’s Name                                                                                                                   Need Roommate                             Single 

Departure Date                                                          Departure City                                                 Date of Birth 

Passport Number                                                                                Issue Date                                          Expiration Date 

Emergency Contact                                                                          Relationship                                       Telephone 

         I do want travel insurance                          I do not want travel insurance                            I will submit my decision by final payment date 

I have read & accepted the program conditions     Signature:  

PROGRAM CONDITIONS 

INCLUDED IN PRICE OF STANDARD PROGRAM: Round trip economy airfare; transfers with group 

to/from airport; shared double room in first-class hotel (size and style of rooms in boutique 

hotels will vary); two meals daily; English speaking guide; transfers to and entrance fees for 

sites to be visited per itinerary. 

NOT INCLUDED IN PRICE: Tips; single room charges (see below); additions or changes to the 

standard program (see below); individual transfers; travel insurance; any Covid testing 

required to travel both in the US and internationally, laundry; coffee and drinks; excess 

baggage and items of a personal nature; any increase in taxes and fees that may occur 

between printing of this brochure and issuing of airline tickets; anything not mentioned as 

included above. Price is based on the exchange rate at the time of printing and may be 

subject to change.   

PAYMENT SCHEDULE: Deposit of $600 pre person due with registration. Second deposit of $600 

per person due on June 30, 2023. Final payment is due by June 1, 2024. 

TOUR DOCUMENTS: The name on your airline ticket must exactly match your name as it 

appears on your passport. You must forward a copy of the photo/info page of your passport 

within two weeks of enrollment on the tour. If applying for a new or renewed passport, send 

the copy as soon as you receive your new passport. 

SINGLE ROOMS: When available, single rooms are often smaller than doubles. Single room 

supplement for this tour is TBD.  

ROOMMATES: You will be charged for a single room if you do not have a roommate and/or 

Gomega Travel is unable to match you with one. 

MEALS: As outlined in itinerary. All other meals are “on your own”.  

LUGGAGE: Limit of one suitcase and one carry-on per person, not to exceed 50 pounds or 62 

linear inches total. 

TRANSFERS: Group transport between airport, hotel and piers is included in the standard 

program. However, those who request changes from the standard program are responsible 

for their own transfers even when coinciding with group transfers. 

CHANGES FROM STANDARD PROGRAM: Changes must be requested and approved in writing 

by Gomega Travel. A minimum of $150 will be charged and individual transfers to/from the 

airport are not included. 

AIRLINE TICKETS: Printed approximately 45 days prior to departure. Tickets cannot be 

changed or refunded thereafter. Air transportation to/from your destination will be economy 

class aboard IATA and ARC carriers utilizing APEX or SUPER APEX non-refundable, non 

amenable tickets for groups of 10 or more passengers flying together for the entire itinerary. 

FLIGHT TIMES: Subject to change by airlines without advance notice. Gomega Travel is not 

responsible for such changes or delays and does not reimburse expenses resulting from such delays. 

ITINERARY LENGTH: Because airlines often change the flight schedules after brochures are printed, 

Gomega Travel reserves the right to shorten or lengthen the itinerary accordingly and whenever 

possible, you will be notified in writing. If changes necessitate extra overnights, there will be 

additional charges. 

CANCELLATION FEES: From the day of registration to 120 days prior to departure the $500 non-

refundable registration fee is the only charge. Thereafter, the following charges apply: 119-90 days 

$1200; 89-60 days 50% of total cost; 59-45 days 75% of total cost; 44 days to day of departure 100% of 

total cost. All cancellation and refund claims must be made in writing. 

INSURANCE: For more information and rates please refer to the product flyer found at http://

gomegatravel.com/travel-tips/insurance/  

VACCINATIONS: Covid vaccines are not currently required to travel to this destination.  

STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY 

Gomega Travel agrees to provide the itinerary described in this brochure, and this represents the 

entire agreement between the passenger and his agent, the Tour Host, and the Tour Operator.  

No changes or deviations are effective unless approved in writing and signed by an authorized 

officer of the tour operator. Except as stated herein, no person is authorized to cancel, modify, or 

vary the tour arrangements or to make any representation of warranty concerning the tour.  

All prices, itineraries and schedules are subject to regulations and changes thereof by acts of 

Government, International Agreement and Airline tariff adjustments, rules and regulations.  

Gomega Travel reserves the right to change or withdraw the tour, in whole or in part at any time. In 

the event of a change, the sole exclusive obligation of Gomega Travel will be to refund pro rata any 

payment received. In the event of rescheduling of the tour due to unforeseen circumstances, the 

cancellation and refund clause will apply. Gomega Travel may decline to accept or retain any 

individual as a participant on the tour at any time. If any tour participant leaves or is removed from 

the tour, Gomega Travel is not responsible for any related expenses. Except for the willful negligence 

of its direct employees, the tour operator assumes no liability or responsibility for any injuries, 

inconveniences, illness, irregularity or incidental damages occasioned by circumstances beyond the 

control of tour operator, or by any person or reason whatsoever, including, but not limited to events 

such as strikes, revolts, wars, natural disasters, closures of airports or hotels, default or omission of any 

common or private car- rier or the default, negligence or omission of and by any third party 

providing services or facilities related to or included in this tour or any part thereof, or in arranging for 

the same, or the acts or omissions of the Tour Host.  

The Commercial carriers are not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the time 

the passengers are not on board commercial carriers. The passenger contracts, in use by all 

commercial carriers involved, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the 

commercial carriers and the passenger or purchaser of this tour and/or passage and tour operator 

assumes no liability or responsibility in connection therewith.  

Enrollment in and payment for the tour, constitutes your accept- ance of the Program Conditions 

and Statement of Responsibility.  

The program conditions become a binding contract when your enrollment and payment are 

received and accepted by Gomega Travel in The Woodlands, Texas. Venue for any disputes is 

Montgomery County, Texas. This contract shall be governed by the laws of the state of Texas. 

 

http://gomegatravel.com/travel-tips/insurance/
http://gomegatravel.com/travel-tips/insurance/

